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To the Memory of Prof. Edgar A. Silinsh

The sad news of my friend Prof. Edgar Silinsh’s death came to me from Dr. Inta
Muzikante via Prof. Naoki Sato’s e-mail. Edgar and I first met at Nikko Station
in September 1975, when he arrived to participate in the Seventh Molecular
Crystal Symposium. It was how our 24 years’ friendship and cooperation started.

The research in molecular crystals had developed in Japan during twenty years
after the war. In the 1970s there were a number of scientists working in this field
and remarkable results had been produced. The situation encouraged the idea of
holding an international conference in Japan, which was materialized as the
aforementioned Seventh Molecular Crystal Symposium. It was held on 8 to 12
September 1975 at the Kanaya Hotel in Nikko, a beautiful and cool mountain
resort, with about 150 participants from 12 countries.

It was still the period of the cold war and the interchange between the East and
the West was not easy. Since it took time to get an entry visa from the USSR to
Japan, Edgar and Prof. A.S. Davydov were obliged to arrive at Nikko one day
later on the second day of the Symposium. I remember vividly the friendly eyes
of Edgar when I went to meet him at Nikko Station 24 years ago. Our friendship
continued ever since mainly by airmail, which was the primary means of com-
munication in those days. He was a diligent writer and his letters kept coming
traveling through the distance of 10,000 kilometers.

The Institute for Molecular Science was founded in Okazaki in 1975 for the
specific purpose of research into molecular sciences. The Institute proceeded to
be better organized year by year and in 1985 we were ready to invite Edgar as a
visiting scholar supported by the research funds from the Japan Society for the
Promotion of Science. Although the matter of a visa had not been improved at
all, we succeeded to have him at Okazaki in autumn 1985.

His three months stay with us was very fruitful both in academic and in cul-
tural exchanges, for Edgar and I had a good time in exploring and appreciating
the traditional Japanese culture. He was interested in the old Japanese aesthetic
concepts such as “tranquillity” and “wabi” (taste for the simple and quiet), and
we discussed the beauty of “Tanka” (a verse of thirty-one syllables).
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While carrying out joint researches in molecular science, Edgar also made a
linguistic contribution to Japanese science revising the index in Russian scien-
tific terms at the end of the Dictionary of Physics and Chemistry published by
Iwanami Shoten. The Russian index had needed revision due to the drastic
change in English scientific terms after the war. The current edition of the dic-
tionary contains the index completed by Edgar.

I am afraid the climate was too hot and humid here for him when he arrived in
early autumn and he had rather an uncomfortable experience. I told him I was
brought up in Hiroshima, a seaside town, and used to swim in the sea of 25-26(C.
He said that people would swim in the Baltic Sea if the water temperature rose to
18(C. I remember he took part in a colloquium at the Institute one winter day in a
summer shirt with half-length sleeves. I suppose he was accustomed to cold but
not to heat.

My wife and 1 were able to realize our many years’ desire to visit Riga in 1987,
after attending the conference on Electrical and Related Processes in Organic
Solids held in Poland. We were to change trains at Leningrad on the way. Since
Edgar wanted us to arrive at Riga as soon as possible in order to make our stay in
Latvia longer, we spent only thirty minutes in Leningrad to see the town with
Mrs D. Silinsh.

[ visited Edgar’s well-organized laboratory at the Institute of Physical Energet-
ics of Latvian Academy of Sciences, and participated in seminars with his col-
laborators whom I had known only by their papers. Prof. Martin Pope of New
York University happened to be in Riga and joined us.

Edgar took us to the People’s Park of Latvia and to the park constructed in
memory of disastrous sufferings during the Second World War. The parks
seemed to me filled with a similar kind of tranquillity that we find in ancient
towns of Japan like Nara and Asuka.

Our relationship with Edgar developed further and his visits to Japan totaled
seven including the attendance at the Oji Seminar in 1988, which commemorated
the 40th year of the study on organic semiconductors.

The thawing of the political conflicts between the East and the West had made
a new kind of joint research possible and we started a two year project in 1996
sponsored by the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science. It was a new com-
munity connected by Internet for the study of organic solids. The project had
been carried out under Edgar’s thoughtful leadership and I hope it will still be
going on successfully.

I have finished writing this with Edgar’s photo on the frontispiece of the bibli-
ography of his works placed in front of me. May his soul be at rest.

Prof. Hiroo Inokuchi
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